sio                                 Ireland

the notion that everything can be explained by the potato,1311
and Large has raised some fundamental questions about the
position of the landed classes, absentee or resident, who have
usually been rather execrated than studied.1312

(B)   AFTER THE  UNION

Two valuable surveys do not quite replace the missing com-
prehensive history of Ireland from Union to Free State.
McCaffrey judiciously reviews a century of Irish nationalism
in a book which oddly enough copies the title of Mansergh's
more searching study; this, however, does not start till i84O.1313
Running over the years, McDowell has described the govern-
mental machinery,1314 and Black has attempted to elucidate
the effect of English economic thinking upon England's Irish
policy.1315 Since the only weapon left to oppressed patriots
were the tongue and pen (ready weapons ever in Ireland, any-
way) it is perhaps not surprising that we seem to know more
about public opinion in that country than in England, though
the work done concentrates on the first half of the century.1316
However, the main thread of Irish history in this age consists
of a succession of crises, expressing themselves in ever renewed
movements of political and irredentist protest; government
reacted with a policy oscillating between repression and con-
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